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icke He is now free by servitude and eligible for repatriation. ‘The 
family in London, he reports, now desire Frederick to press for remission 
of the remaining years of his sentence so the brothers may return home 
together. Henry wishes to remain with his twtheruntil he is liberated. 


Charles Rennett has gone into the Argyle country in quest of land. 
Fears grow in the Colony concerning evidence of the martinet character 
of Governor Sir Ralph Darling who personifies the elitism of the 'pure 
merino’ faction, dedicated to the abolition of all indulgences to convict 


Trapped in a mesh of enterprises, Frederick Fisher has the task of 
completing his buildings and extricating himself from proximity to bare- 
fanged authority. Worrall realises that impending loss of assigned 
labour under new regulations will return him to menial and arduous 
subjection to convict-hating and often cruel masters he had once escaped 
from, His illiteracy and lack of capital dooms him to degradation. 
Besides, already Fisher is speaking about sehling his horses of which he 
had allowed Worrall free use in the farm work. 


Aided by William Howe, Frederick tries to sell his buildings to the 
government, but fails. At this critical juncture, Nathaniel Boon repud- 
iates a signature on an agreement between himself and Frederick as not 
being his own (Boon's). A court has given its view that it is not Boon's 
signature, and prosecution of Fisher for forgery is threatened by the big 
constable-farmer. Fisher strongly denies the charge; but no action 
is taken and Frederick defiant, though terrified by this new development, 
hurries on with the completion of his brick store. He has brought from 
Sydney two bricklayers and their two labourers. All are lodged in the 
now crowded Worrall menage. 


On Saturday night, June 17, (1826), the Fisher workmen are waiting 
to pay them when at about 8 o'clock Frederick appears and gives them a 
Spanish dollar to buy them a drink meanwhile. ‘hey leave for the inn. 
Making his toilet in a little room which has no internal communication 
with the rest of the house, Frederick is visited briefly by the semi-idio 
Charles Beales Jnr (21) to receive payment for a load of bricks delivered 
by his father earlier in the day. 


Young Charles notices that when Frederick leans over to take the 
money from a box, Fisher's smart, fashionable trousers have split and 
a little of his shirt protrudes. This could have occurred through 
Frederick, having returned from a visit to Henry at Windsor during the 
afternoon, strenuously assisted in drawing in the bricks without waiting 
to change. ‘Time was short te complete such jobs as it was forbidden 
to work on the morrow -- Sunday. 


Fisher is not seen alive again from that evening. Badgered by the 
workmen who wish to be paid, Worrall after a few days informs them that 
Fisher has fled the Colony out of fear of Boon's threat of prosecution, 
leaving him in charge of disposal of his assets. 


By mid-September, Daniel Cooper is alarmed and reports to hiis solic- 
itor, James Norton, attempts by Worrall to sell Fisher's horses which he 
elaims he has bought, a receipt for which from Frederick has been rejecte 
by townspeople as certainly not in Fisher's handwriting, which is well- 
knowns 


